August 10, 2010

STOP THE SPENDING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker,
many people are asking why Congress
is here today. I think the answer is
pretty simple: We are not bankrupting
the country fast enough, and so we
need to come back and spend even
more.

In the merciful week that Congress
was not in session, my constituents
had one message: Stop the spending.
Obviously, Congress isn’t listening.

Over the past 2 years, this adminis-
tration and this Congress have in-
creased spending by nearly 18 percent
and run up more debt in 2 years than
the irresponsible Bush administration
did in all of its 8 years combined.
Meanwhile, unemployment has in-
creased from 7.6 percent to 9.5 percent.

Yet, the problem, in the view of the
House Democrats, is that we just aren’t
spending enough. So we gather here
today to shovel another $26 billion at
the problems. That comes to about $330
from an average family taken directly
out of the Nation’s struggling econ-
omy.

Now, the gentleman from Oregon just
told us, well, don’t worry, it is paid for.
Well, how is that? $10 billion from in-
creasing taxes on businesses with for-
eign subsidiaries.

But remember this: Businesses don’t
pay business taxes. Business taxes can
only be paid in one of three ways: By
us as consumers through higher prices;
by us as employees through lower
wages; and, by us as investors through
lower earnings, mainly on our 401(k)s.

Another $12 billion comes from cuts
in food stamps starting in 2014, but we
are going to use the savings starting
now.

I tried that one out on my wife the
other day. ‘“‘Honey, sure we can afford
that new jet ski this year. I am plan-
ning to cut our grocery budget by
$10,000 in 2014.”” T am sad to report, she
didn’t buy it.

We are told this is part of the plan to
save or create jobs. Well, Mr. Speaker,
this is not saving jobs. It is destroying
jobs. Government cannot inject a sin-
gle dollar into the economy that it
hasn’t first taken out of that very
same economy.

We see the jobs saved or created
when the government puts the money
back into the economy. What we don’t
see as clearly are the jobs that are lost
or prevented when the government
first has to take that money out of the
very same economy. We see the lost or
prevented jobs through chronic unem-
ployment rates and a stagnant jobs
market at a time when we should long
ago have moved into a normal V-
shaped economic recovery.

Nor does this even guarantee saving
teaching jobs. Good school boards,
faced with the choice between a couple
of good teachers or a pointless and
overpaid bureaucrat, are probably
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going to keep the teachers and fire the
bureaucrat. But this bill says they
don’t have to make that choice. Indeed,
this bill says they are actually prohib-
ited from doing anything that would
reduce their spending below last year’s
level.

What about Medicaid? A bipartisan
group of legislators in my State of
California tells us that they need this
bailout money to save the State’s Med-
icaid program. But bailing out bad
management doesn’t improve it.

At the peak of the good times when
California was taking in more money
than ever before, it was already run-
ning a deficit of over $9 billion, almost
10 percent of its budget. Just 4 years
ago, those same bipartisan legislatures
voted Medicaid expansions that have
increased its share of general fund
spending from 14 percent to 19 percent.
California offers such Medicaid options
as acupuncture, chiropractic services,
and psychological counseling. And now
they are shocked, just shocked, that
they keep running out of money.

I love my State, but deficits that are
made in California should stay in Cali-
fornia.

Mr. Speaker, with the Nation now
some $13.2 trillion in debt, that is
about 93 percent of the entire U.S.
economy, it is time to invoke the first
law of holes: When you are in one, stop
digging. And if Congress doesn’t invoke
that law now, it is becoming increas-
ingly clear that the American people
will invoke it in November.

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
SHOULD HELP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise this morning because
three teenagers are dead.

I have made a commitment as a
mother to reconcile this horrific trag-
edy and to ask our government for
help.

I believe every American should have
the opportunity to have the feeling
that, when all else fails, our govern-
ment will stand there and assist us
where they can. Americans don’t ask
for handouts. They don’t ask to have
their lives interrupted. They simply
want to know there is a Federal Gov-
ernment that can stand up for them.
Whether or not it is a young man or
woman in the United States military,
whether or not it is a senior who needs
Medicare or Social Security, we need
to know that when there is a need that
the Federal Government can fulfill,
they will do so.

In the middle of July in Houston,
Texas, Sajan Tamalshina, a native of
Nepal, decided to drive his car through
a red light. In the course of that, he hit
a family that were bringing their teen-
agers home from a legitimate night out
in a legitimate teenage club, if you
will, picked up by their parents and
being driven home, as families will do

H6581

across America. Rashaundra 17,
Avianca 13, Detrihanna 13, were all
happily and busily talking about the
fun they just had, and the right way
that it was done where the parents
picked them up and took them home.
But Sajan Tamalshina decided to drink
and run the red light, and now three
teenagers are dead, expelled from the
car, laying on the hard cement.

The police came and looked at the
situation. He refused to take an on-
scene Breathalyzer, so he was taken to
the hospital and, as you well know,
chemical tests go about. The police
even called the District Attorney who
came to the scene and decided that he
could be released. My heart aches for
that decision, because I asked the ques-
tion, Mr. Speaker, three dead children
on the ground does not at least require
some common sense and judgment to
hold someone overnight? Parents are
asking now for justice and I am asking
our Nation for justice.

The police department said they con-
tacted the U.S. Marshal. There is an in-
vestigative arm of the State Depart-
ment, but yet we look like the most
powerful Nation in the world, and we
have our hands tied. You cannot reach
the U.S. Marshal’s office. They will not
respond. They are talking about maybe
something will happen. Because he is
in Nepal, there is no diplomatic rela-
tionships with them.

Three teenagers are dead. The letter
says, ‘‘Unfortunately, the TUnited
States does not have a treaty with
Nepal that can serve as a basis to se-
cure Mr. Tamalshina’s extradition. In
some cases, in the absence of an extra-
dition treaty, countries may be able to
expel or otherwise remove from their
territory persons wanted for prosecu-
tion in another jurisdiction. However,
expulsion or removal usually are not
viable options when the person sought
is a national of a country of refuge.”
As Mr. Tamalshina appears to be a na-
tional of Nepal, it is highly likely that
an expulsion or other removal from
their country will be possible.

The Department’s criminal division
works closely with Federal, State, and
local prosecutors and the Department
of State to seek the extradition or
other lawful return of fugitives wanted
for prosecution in the United States. In
cases involving State charges, we can
initiate an extradition only upon re-
quest of the State prosecutors. Pros-
ecutors in our criminal division have
worked with the Harris County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office on fugitive mat-
ters and we have discussed this case.
Just a benign conversation. It doesn’t
matter. Three teenagers are dead.

Well, I say to the Justice Depart-
ment, wake up and do something. The
U.S. Marshal needs to stop hiding from
my office and get over to my office to
discuss why you can’t do something.
You can engage in diplomatic dialogue.
You can ask the country of Nepal to be
able to work with you to return this in-
dividual. He will not be getting the
death sentence. Maybe 60 years. You
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are leaving crying parents with no jus-
tice because you let someone go.

To the district attorney of Harris
County, what a ridiculous thing to see
three dead bodies and refusing to hold
an individual whose alcohol was 1.27 to
1.62. He is legally drunk. The legal
amount is 0.8. When are we going to un-
derstand that drunk driving can cause
death? And to those of you who drive
while drinking or drive under the influ-
ence, you are a menace to society.

Three dead teenagers. I am calling on
the Justice Department and the Attor-
ney General of the United States to
recognize that they are here to protect
the people of the United States, and
these three dead teenagers are in need
of their protection in their loss, and
their families want justice. I am asking
for the U.S. Marshal to show up and
work with us to do something on behalf
of these Americans and these families
that are mourning.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 10
a.m. today.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 24 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess
until 10 a.m.

———

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland) at
10 a.m.

————
PRAYER

Reverend Charles Gallagher, St. Pe-
ter’s Catholic Church, Washington,
D.C., offered the following prayer:

Heavenly Father, we thank You for
this new day. You are the author of
life. You have designed the universe
and You hold it together in Your
hands. You govern all things. You are
the ruler of the world, the supreme
lawmaker.

Guide this assembly as it partici-
pates in Your governing power. As it
creates laws for the human order, may
it always respect the laws Your divine
order has imposed. Let us remember
that the rights of the persons come not
from the deliberations of men, but
from the hand of God.

May this assembly always protect
the life and respect the dignity of all
human beings, especially those who are
too weak and too small to protect
themselves.

We ask this through Christ our Lord,
amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. KAGEN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. KAGEN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain requests for five 1-
minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

——————

MEETING THE EMERGENCY NEEDS
ACROSS AMERICA

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. We have an obligation
to the future to stop borrowing and
spending, and actually, today, we’re
going to meet emergency needs across
America and we are going to stop bor-
rowing, but we are going to do some-
thing the Republicans really hate. We
are going to close some unbelievable,
abusive, foreign tax loopholes. They’re
called daisy chain hopscotch dividends
that are deemed in Bermuda and the
Cayman Islands, among other exotics.

You know, when we built the great-
est country on Earth, corporations
paid 40 percent of the taxes in this
country. Today, Republicans are pay-
ing 7 and Republicans think that’s just
too much. Well, we’ve got a choice: cut
$10 billion in abusive foreign tax loop-
holes and fund our kids’ education so
we don’t have the shortest school years
and the largest class sizes in America,
or continue business as usual to sub-
sidize those corporations and allow
them to hide money overseas.

I know how the Republicans vote. I'm
voting with the kids.

————

RECKLESS SPENDING

(Mr. COBLE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COBLE. Madam Speaker, I make
infrequent appearances in the House
well, but today, I feel obliged to ex-
press my disappointment for Mrs.
Obama’s decision to conduct an elabo-
rate vacation in Spain. She and mem-
bers of her entourage are spending lav-
ishly, and American taxpayers will
subsidize this vacation with lavish pay-
ments as well.

With the dismal American economy
in the tank, this Spanish vacation,
Madam Speaker, was ill-conceived, ill-
timed, and generously laced with il-
logical arrogance. It is my belief that
the First Lady owes an apology to
American taxpayers for this exercise in
reckless spending.
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SUPPORTING EDUCATION JOBS
AND MEDICAID ASSISTANCE ACT

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speak-
er, I don’t know why my colleagues on
the other side have problems with the
bill we came back to pass today. I
guess it’s because it helps poor and
middle class people.

The Education Jobs and Medicaid As-
sistance Act will save or create 310,000
jobs in this country: the teachers our
children need as they return to school,
policemen, firefighters, and others who
keep us safe, and nurses who provide us
tender loving care when we need it
most. It increases Medicaid so more
poor families can get health care. If
this is a special interest bill as they
are telling the American people, then
those are the kinds of special interests
Democrats have and will always have:
people who need our help to go to work
every day and take care of their fami-
lies.

Republicans would rather continue
tax cuts for the wealthiest 1 percent of
people and support corporations who
take jobs and send them overseas
which would only increase the deficit
their policies created in the first place.

This bill is paid for and will reduce
the deficit by $1.4 billion and is just an-
other example of Democrats being re-
sponsible with our country’s finances
and responsive to the needs of our con-
stituents. And their opposition is an-
other example of Republicans mis-
leading the people and trying to take
us back to the same failed Republican
policies that got us in the ditch in the
first place.

———

TRIBUTE TO CORPORAL MAX W.
DONAHUE, UNITED STATES MA-
RINE CORPS

(Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. United
States Marine Corporal Max W.
Donahue enlisted in the Marine Corps
in 2006 from Highlands Ranch, Colo-
rado, and had served two previous com-
bat tours in Iraq before deploying to
Afghanistan.

Corporal Donahue was a military po-
liceman assigned as a working dog han-
dler with the First Marine Expedi-
tionary Force Headquarters Group, 1st
Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp
Pendleton, California.

Before he was deployed to Afghani-
stan, Corporal Donahue explained to
his mother why he wanted to go there.
“There’s not a lot of guys who can do
what I can do, and my buddies need me
there,” recounted his mother, Julie
Schrock.

On August 4, Corporal Donahue was
on a mission in Helmand Province, Af-
ghanistan, with his German shepherd,
Fenji, when he was gravely wounded by
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